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- 77?e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE [31 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 7 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IS This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |3 Claim(s) 1-4 and 6-43 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-4 and 6-43 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IEI The drawing(s) filed on 30 November 2001 is/are: a)IEl accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Detailed Office Action 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on February 6, 2006 
has been entered. 

2. Claim 44, 45 are newly added. 

3. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 are presented for examination. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



Application/Control Number: 09/997,218 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2144 

5. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Michel K. Bowman-Amuah., (hereinafter Bowman-Amuah) U.S. 
Patent No. 6,697,824 in view of Jacobi et al., (hereinafter Jacobi) U.S. Patent No. 
6,064,980. 

6. As to claim 1, Bowman-Amuah discloses the invention substantially claimed, Bowman- 
Amuah teaches a computer-implemented method for rating media information by using a 
plurality of remotely located client units and a server connected to the client units via a 
network, each client unit being able to receive media information via a communication 
medium other than the network, comprising: transmitting to a client unit, via the network, 
indicator information enabling the client unit to display a rating indicator along with the 
media information to a user (see col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 13, col.46, lines 10-30, 
col.52, lines 7-25, and col.67, lines 7-28), to allow the user to control the rating indicator 
and thereby to input rating information of an event in the media information and to 
transmit the rating information to the server via the network (Fig.41, client 4100 transmit 
information to web server 4102 across a network) (see col. 74, lines 5-45, and col.81, 
lines 10-25); receiving the rating information transmitted from the client unit and storing 
the received rating information in a database (see figure 40, database customer profile 
ACL); transmitting to the client unit, via the network, a query form for demographic data 
enabling the client unit to display the query form to a user, to allow the user to input the 
demographic data and to transmit the demographic data via the network, the demographic 
data including information relating to a plurality of profile categories (see ; receiving the 
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demographic data transmitted from the client and storing the received demographic data 
in the database (see figure 37, database 3702); listing the user in at least one group 
characterized by one or more of the profiled categories (see col.49, line 9 to col. 50, line 
50 line 47); combining the stored rating information of each user listed in the group (see 
col.48, line 45 to col.49, line 45, and col. 85, lines 15-25)(user profile attributes have been 
identified, and used to gather information, managing a plurality of different contents); 
and displaying the average rating of the group(see col. 56, lines 15-44). However, 
Bowman- Amuah does not explicitly disclose to determine an average rating of the group. 

7. In the same field of endeavor, Jacobi discloses (e.g., System and methods for 
collaborative recommendations). Jacobi discloses to determine an average rating of the 
group (see Jacobi column, 2, lines 34-45, rated by a group of pre release users and 
Figure7, user rating event). 

8. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Jacobi 's teachings of a system and 
methods for collaborative recommendations with the teachings of Bowman- Amuah to 
have determining an average rating of the group because it would have provided specific 
functions that can recommendations only with respect to a fixed set of items. 

9. As to claim 2, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein one of the 
profile categories is gender (see col.49, lines 30-39, and col.43, line 40 to col.44, line 20). 

10. As to claim 3, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein one of the 
profile categories is political party affiliation (see col.44, lines 20-35, col.48, lines 45-65). 
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1 1 . As to claim 6, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the steps of 
listing, combining and displaying are performed by an analysis unit (see col.46, lines 15- 
30). 

12. As to claim 7, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, further comprising the 
step of displaying the media information along with the average rating on a visual display 
device (see col.46, lines 1-30, and col.85, lines 15-25). 

13. As to claim 8, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the steps of 
listing, combining and displaying are performed by the server (Fig.41, client 4100 
transmit information to web server 4102 across a network) (see col. 74, lines 5-45, and 
col.81, lines 10-25); 

14. As to claim 9, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the source of 
the media information transmitted through the communication medium is selected is 
selected from the group consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, 
a DVD player, a single-cast source, a multi-cast source and a broadcast cource. (see 
col.2 1 , line 65 to col.22, line 1 3). 

15. As to claim 11, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the media 
information is obtained from a storage medium (see col.31, lines 49-67). 

16. As to claim 12, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the network 
is the Internet (Fig.41, internet). 

17. As to claim 13, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the client unit 
is a obtain web page information through the Internet (Fig.41 client 4100 obtain web 
page from Internet). 
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18. As to claim 14, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the 
combining step includes weighting the stored rating information and thereby weighting 
the average rating (see col.61, line 65 to col. 62, line 12). 

19. As to claim 15, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the weights 
are used to make the average rating more accurately represent the rating of a target 
population (see col. 54, line 62 to col. 55, line 4). 

20. As to claim 16, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the target 
population is the general public (see col. 55, lines 15-32). 

21. As to claim 17, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein an 
administrative application program connected to the server controls a data transmission 
rate at which the rating information is transmitted from the client unit to the server (see 
col.69, lines 60-67). 

22. As to claim 18, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the 
administrative application controls the data transmission rate to by throttling the number 
of connections that reach the server per time period (see col. 37, lines 15-36). 

23. As to claim 19, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein an 
administrative application program associated with the server controls the start time and 
end time of ratings collection (see col. 59, lines 20-40). 

24. As to claim 21, Bowman-Amuah discloses the invention substantially as claimed, 
Bowman-Amuah teaches including an apparatus for rating media information 
comprising: a plurality of client units, each including a video monitor for presenting, to a 
user, a rating indicator, media information and a query from for demographic data that 
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includes information relating to a plurality of profile categories, each said client unit 
being operative to receive, via a network, indicator information to display the rating 
indicator, to receive, via a communication medium other than the network, the media 
information, and to receive, via the network, the query form, each said client unit being 
further adapted to allow the user to input rating information and the demographic data, 
and to transmit the rating information and demographic data via the network to a server 
(Fig. 41, client 4100 transmit information to web server 4102 across a network) (see 
col.74, lines 5-45, and col.81, lines 10-25), the rating indicator indicating the user's rating 
of an event in the media information (see col. 21, line 65 to col.22, line 13, col.46, lines 
10-30, col.52, lines 7-25, and col.67, lines 7-28); a server connected to the client units via 
the network and operative to send the indicator information and the query form to the 
client units, to receive, via the network, the rating information and the demographic data 
transmitted from the client units, and to store the rating information and the demographic 
data in a database(see figure 37, database 3702); and an analysis unit associated with the 
server and having access to the demographic data and the rating information stored in the 
database (see figure 37, database 3702), the analysis unit being adapted to list the user in 
at least one group characterized by one or more of the profile categories, and to combine 
the rating information of each user listed in the group (see col.56, lines 15-44). However, 
Bowman- Amuah does not explicitly disclose to determine an average rating of the group. 
25. In the same field of endeavor, Jacobi discloses (e.g., System and methods for 

collaborative recommendations). Jacobi discloses to determine an average rating of the 
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group (see Jacobi column, 2, lines 34-45, rated by a group of pre release users and 
Figure7, user rating event). 

26. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Jacobi 's teachings of a system and 
methods for collaborative recommendations with the teachings of Bowman- Amuah to 
have determining an average rating of the group because it would have provided specific 
functions that can recommendations only with respect to a fixed set of items. 

27. As to claim 22, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the rating 
information stored in the database is weighted by the analysis unit (see col.61, line 65 to 
col. 62, line 12). 

28. As to claim 23, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the network 
is the Internet (Fig.41, internet). 

29. As to claim 24, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the server 
provides web page information to the client units via the network (Fig.41, client 4100 
transmit information to web server 4102 across a network). 

30. As to claim 25, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the web page 
information includes an application program that is executable at the client units (see 
col.5, lines 1-45). 

3 1 . As to claim 26, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the 
application program controls the storing and caching of the rating data, as well as the 
transmitting of the rating information in the client units, as well as the transmitting of the 
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rating information to the server via the network (Fig.41, client 4100 transmit information 
to web server 4102 across a network) (see col. 74, lines 5-45, and col. 81, lines 10-25). 

32. As to claim 27, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the source of 
the media information transmitted through the communication medium is selected from 
the group consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, a DVD 
player, a single-cast, a multi-cast source and a broadcast source (see col.21, line 65 to 
col.22, line 13). 

33. As to claim 28, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the analysis 
unit is adapted to produce a display of the average rating and the media information (see 
col.21, line 21 to col.22, line 14, and col.85, lines 19-35). 

34. As to claims 44, and 45 Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, further 
including: transmitting a time indication, via the network, to the client unit enabling the 
client unit to measure a time interval between the time indication and the time when the 
user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time interval along 
with the rating information via the network, wherein the time interval information is used 
to identify the event (see col. 57, line 64 to col. 58, line 15).. 

Response to Arguments 

35. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's 
arguments include the failure of previously applied art to expressly disclose all limitation 
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in claimed 1 (see Applicant's response, Dated February 17, 2006, Page 9). It is evident 
from the detailed mappings found in the above rejection(s) that Honma-Gorman and 
Jacobi disclosed all functionality of claimed 1 (see above action). Further, it is clear from 
the numerous teachings (previously and currently cited) that the provision for claim 1 , 
was widely implemented in the networking art. Thus, Applicant's arguments drawn 
toward distinction of the claimed invention and the prior art teachings on this point are 
not considered persuasive. 



36. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen who may be reached via telephone at 
(571) 272-3929. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. eastern standard time. 



instant application, please send it to (703) 872-9306. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, VAUGHN JR WILLIAM, may be reached 



Conclusion 



If you need to send the Examiner, a facsimile transmission regarding this 



at (571) 272-3922. 



TTN 

April 25, 2006 




